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The Planning and Zoning Commission of Avon held a meeting at the Avon Town Hall on Tuesday, March 31, 2009.  Present were Duane Starr, Chairman, Douglas Thompson, David Cappello, Linda Keith, and Edward Whalen.  Absent were Henry Frey, Vice-Chairman, and Carol Griffin, and Alternates Elaine Primeau and Marianne Clark.  Steven Kushner, Director of Planning and Community Development, was not present.  
Mr. Starr called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Keith motioned for approval of the March 10, 2009, meeting minutes, as submitted.  The motion, seconded by Mr. Thompson, received unanimous approval.  

PUBLIC HEARING

App. #4416 - 
Proposed Amendment of Avon Zoning Regulations pertaining to Wind Regulations 

The public hearing for App. #4416 was continued from March 10.

Mr. Starr noted that the public hearing for App. #4416 was continued from the March 10 meeting to allow the Commission time to hear a presentation on wind regulations before adopting this regulation.  The Commission heard this presentation when they attended the annual meeting of the Connecticut Federation of Planning and Zoning Agencies on March 19.  Mr. Starr noted that no new information was received at the meeting but the Commission did receive a draft of a book written by Dwight Merriman regarding wind turbines.  Mr. Starr noted that he compared the information in Mr. Merriman’s book to the information submitted by Mr. Zahren from the American Wind Energy Association.  Mr. Starr explained that he also researched wind regulations on the internet and found that the language from all these sources is almost word-for-word the same. 
Mr. Starr noted that the following language has been added to the proposed wind regulation:  
· The small wind turbine and tower shall have a flat finish as applied by the manufacturer.  The objective is to have the equipment as inconspicuous as practicable.
· No tower is permitted that requires any lighting under federal, state, or local law.
· If a small wind turbine becomes inoperable and is not put back into service within twelve (12) months, the applicant shall remove the small wind turbine, tower, and other related equipment.

Mr. Starr suggested that the words “becomes inoperable” should be changed to “is not operated”.  He further noted that Mrs. Griffin has questioned whether bonding should be required in the event an abandoned tower needs to be removed.  Mr. Starr noted that he would have a problem requesting a bond for something located on residential personal property and added that he doesn’t feel it is necessary.  He noted that the Town generally requires bonds from developers for things that need to be completed (i.e., public utilities and roads). 
Mr. Cappello commented that it appears that it would be in the owner’s best financial interest to keep the wind turbine going.  

Mr. Zahren commented that there are very few mechanical parts in a wind turbine; one unit should run for 20 to 30 years.  
Ms. Keith noted her concern for a property with a wind turbine that changes ownership.  
Mr. Starr explained that the disposition of a wind turbine is the responsibility of the existing homeowner and/or potential buyer.  He added that a wind turbine on a residential property is much like an in-ground swimming pool.
Mr. Cappello questioned the wording used in the definition of “wind facility”.  Mr. Starr commented that he thinks the language is standard for this type of regulation.  Mr. Zahren explained that the property owner is not directly consuming any of the power generated by the wind facility.  The power goes back into the grid; the homeowner takes power from the grid and the electric company offsets the homeowner’s bill every month.  Mr. Starr added that the purpose of the definition is to ensure that there is only one wind facility per residence.  Mr. Cappello noted his understanding that no commercial activity is permitted.  

In response to Mr. Whalen’s question, Mr. Zahren explained that his proposal is to take down the existing radio tower located at 40 Gibraltar Lane and erect a wind facility on 

30 Gibraltar Lane.  Mr. Zahren noted that these properties adjoin each other and he owns both.  
There being no further input, the public hearing for App. #4416 was closed.   
App. #4420 -
Weatherstone of Avon, LLC, owner/applicant, request for Special Exception under Section VII.C.3.b.(3) of Avon Zoning Regulations to permit detached residential development sign for the Weatherstone Subdivision, Northington Drive, in an R40 Zone.

Mr. Starr announced that the applicant has requested that the public hearing for App. #4420 be continued to the Commission’s next meeting, scheduled for April 14.  
Mr. Whalen motioned to continue App. #4420 to the April 14 meeting.  The motion, seconded by Ms. Keith, received unanimous approval.  

The public hearing was closed.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Cappello motioned to waive Administrative Procedure #6 and consider App. #4416.  The motion, seconded by Mr. Thompson, received unanimous approval.   
App. #4416 - 
Proposed Amendment of Avon Zoning Regulations pertaining to Wind Regulations 

Ms. Keith motioned for approval of App. #4416, as modified.  The effective date shall be April 3, 2009.  The motion, seconded by Mr. Whalen, received unanimous approval.  

OTHER BUSINESS

CREC School - 150 Fisher Drive - letter from David Cash

Mr. Starr reported that the Commission received Mr. Kushner’s letter of response to Mr. Cash regarding the CREC School.  
Modification to detached sign at 2 Simsbury Road (Beebe - Old Avon Orthopedics)

Mr. Starr noted that Dr. Beebe is requesting only to change the face of his existing detached sign and, therefore, no application is needed.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Sadlon, Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF AVON

At a meeting held on March 31, 2009, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the Town of Avon voted as follows:

App. #4416 - 
Proposed Amendment of Avon Zoning Regulations pertaining to Wind Regulations.  APPROVED AS MODIFIED.  EFFECTIVE APRIL 3, 2009
Dated at Avon this 1st day of April, 2009.  Copy of this notice is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk, Avon Town Hall.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Duane Starr, Chairman

Henry Frey, Vice‑Chairman and Secretary

LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF AVON

The Planning and Zoning Commission of the Town of Avon will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 14, 2009, at 7:30 P. M. at the Avon Town Hall, on the following:

App. #4412 -
Avon Marketplace Investors, LLC, owner, Kenneth Pilon, applicant, request for Special Exception under Section V.O.5.of Avon Zoning Regulations to permit outdoor dining for existing restaurant (Bertucci’s), 380 West Main Street, Parcel 4540380, in a CR Zone.

App. #4421 - 
Fairway Ridge, LLC, owner/applicant, request for 20-lot Subdivision, 34.65 acres, 135 and 175 Frandel Drive, Parcels 2360135 and 2360175 in an R40 Zone.

App. #4422 - 
Fairway Ridge, LLC, owner/applicant, request for Special Exception under Section IV.A.4.p. of Avon Zoning Regulations to create 1 rear lot, 175 Frandel Drive, Parcel 2360175, in an R40 Zone.

App. #4423 -
Brighenti Enterprises, LLC, owner, Sally Dengenis, applicant, request for Special Exception under Sections VI.B.3.e.of Avon Zoning Regulations to permit antique store, 395 West Avon Road, Parcel 4520395, in an NB Zone.

App. #4424 -
Brighenti Enterprises, LLC, owner, Sally Dengenis, applicant, request for Special Exception under Section VII.C.4.b.(7) to permit wall sign, 395 West Avon Road, Parcel 4520395, in an NB Zone.

App. #4425 - 
Jeannette Gervais, owner, Salmon Brook Development, LLC, applicant, request for 2-lot Subdivision, 9.3 acres, 415 Lovely Street, Parcel 3060415 in R30 & R40 Zones

App. #4426 - 
Jeannette Gervais, owner, Salmon Brook Development, LLC, applicant, request for Special Exception under Section IV.A.4.p. of Avon Zoning Regulations to create 1 rear lot, 415 Lovely Street, Parcel 3060415, in R30 & R40 Zones.

App. #4427 -
Nicholas Labbadia, owner/applicant, request for Special Exception under Section VII.C.4.b.(6) of Avon Zoning Regulations to permit wall sign, 33 Dale Road, Parcel 2020027, in an OP Zone.

App. #4428 - 
Bernard Zahren, owner/applicant, request for Special Exception under Section IV.A.4.u.of Avon Zoning Regulations to permit a small wind energy system, 30 Gibraltar Lane, Parcel 2400030, in an RU2A Zone.

App. #4429 - 
Bernard Zahren, owner/applicant, request for Special Exception under Section IX.E of Avon Zoning Regulations to permit a small wind energy system in the Ridgeline Protection Overlay Zone, 30 Gibraltar Lane, Parcel 2400030, in an RU2A Zone.

All interested persons may appear and be heard and written communications will be received.  Applications are available for inspection in the department of Planning and Community Development at the Avon Town Hall.  Dated at Avon this 30th day of March, 2009.
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Duane Starr, Chairman

Henry Frey, Vice‑Chairman and Secretary

