State-Administered General Assistance (SAGA)

INFORMATION SHEET

[updated March 2,2007]

Through the SAGA program, the Department provides cash and/or medical assistance to Individuals
who are unable to work for medical or other prescribed reasons, and to families that do not meet the
blood-relationship requirements of the Temporary Family Assistance (TFA) program. Approximately
31,200 clients receive SAGA medical assistance, and approximately 4,180 individuals receive SAGA
cash assistance., Employable individuals are not eligible for SAGA cash assistance, However,
employable individuals who have substance abuse problems may be eligible to receive treatment
and some financial support through the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services’
(DMHAS) Basic Needs Program. General application for SAGA services is made at a local office of
the Department of Soclal Services, For referral to the closest DSS office to you, visit the About the

Department section of this website (www.dss.state.ct,us/regions.htm); call Infoline at 2-1-1; or look

in the blue government pages of your phone book, -

General application for SAGA services is made at a local office of the Department of Social

Services, For referral to the closest DSS office to you, visit the About the Department section of
this website (regions.htm); call Infoline at 2-1-1; or look in the blue government pages of your
phone book.

Qualifying for SAGA Medical Assistance benefits:

The SAGA program provides medical assistance to low-income persons who do not qualify for, or
who are awaiting an eligibility determination, for other state or federal programs. The program
operates under regulations of the Department of Social Services, There are no categorical program
requirements; eligibility is based on income and assets only. The income limit for an individual
ranges from $476.19 monthly to $574.86, depending on what region of the state he or she lives in;
and the asset limit is $1000.00 per assistance unit (household). SAGA medical is not automatlcally

linked to SAGA cash.

SAGA medical assistance clients receive medical care from clinics and doctors enrolled with
Community Health Network of Connecticut, a non-profit managed care organization experienced in
HUSKY health care services, The Department of Social Services has contracted with Community
Health Network to be the SAGA medical administrative services organization. Community Health
Network, in turn, enrolls health centers, hospitals and individual doctors into the new SAGA primary

care provider network,

The new system Is primarily based at the state’s network of Federally Qualified Heaith Centers.
Community Health Network has also enrolled hospital outpatient clinics, primary care physicians
specialists, dentists, and pharmacies In the SAGA medical network. Current SAGA medical
assistance clients can call Community Health Network of Connecticut toll-free at 1-866-361-SAGA
(7242) for information regarding covered services and referral to medical providers. Community
Health Network of Connecticut’s website can also be helpful.
(www.chnct.org/Member/sagamembers.htm)




Qualifying for SAGA Cash Assistance benefits:

In order to qualify for SAGA cash benefits, individuals must meet the following requirements:

Categorical Eligibility: With limited exceptions related to abuse or neglect, unemancipated
minors (under age 18) are not eligible for cash assistance. In addition, individuals must
qualify as Unemployable, Short-Term Transitional or Long-Term Transitional.

Unemployable: Determined by the Department’s disability examiners to have a physical
and/or mental impairment (or combination or impairments) that will prevent employment for
six months or more. The medical impairment criteria are Identical to those used in the SSI
and Medicaid programs, adjusted for duration and severity. Individuals may also qualify as
unemployable for the following documentable non-medical reasons: under age 16; over age
65; over age 55 and no work history in the previous 5 years; full-time high school student;
needed in the home to care for an incapacitated spouse or child; needed in the home to care
for a child under age 2; or, pending receipt of a state or federal means-tested program, e.g.,
State Supplement or TFA.

Short-Term Transitional: Medical documentation of inability to work for 2 -~ 6 months, Must
have a recent work history In order to qualify under this category (earned at least $500 in
each of 3 of the last 5 calendar quarters, or was eligible to collect Unemployment
Compensation during the previous six months).

+ Long-Term Transitional: Medical documentation of inabllity to work for six months or
more. No work history required; however, all cases are referred to the Department’s disability

examiners for a review of unemployability.

Benefit Levels: Unemployables — up to $206 per month. Short-Term and Long-Term Transitionals -
up to $206 per month if applicant has a rental obligation or $52 if living rent-free.

Income Rules: Adjusted income (gross minus certain exclusions and deductions) may not exceed
$52 or $206 per month, depending upon the individual’s Unemployable or Transitional status.

Asset Rules: The asset limit is $250 per perseon, or up to $1,000 for a family of four or more. In
addition, automobile equity may not exceed $4,500. Real property is subject to a lien or security

morktgage.
Citizenship: Applicants must be citizens or qualified aliens. Rules are identical to those of the TFA

program. Sponsor's income is deemed for entrants following December 1997.
Third Party Benefits: Applicants and recipients must pursue all third party benefits (including SSI

and TFA) in order to qualify.

Substance Abuse: Active substance abusers (drug and/or alcohol} are required to participate in
treatment.




Connecticut Department of Social Services

Northern Region
Hartford Regional Office

Towns Served

Avon, Bloomfleld, Canton, East Granby, Farmington, Granby, Hartford, Newington,
Rocky H:II S:msbury, Suffleld, West Hartford, Wethersfield, Windsor, Windsor Locks
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.,é-.:_._’Offlce Hours Monday Friday 8:30am- 4 30pm ‘
Reglonal Administrator R
Silvana M. Fiattery, (860) 723-1111
Social Services Operations Managers
Alejandro Arbelaez, {(860) 723-1008
Kenneth Derrick, (860) 723-1113
John Hesterberg, (860) 723-1114
Tom Prout, (860) 723-1112
Human Resources Regional Office (860) 723-1005
Long Term Care Ombudsman (860) 723-1390
Bureau of Child Support Enforcement (860) 723-1602

Bureau of Rehablilitation Services (860) 723-1400

Protective Services for the Elderly (860) 723-1003 (call 211 for after hours emergencies)
Programs and Services

You can find Information about programs and services by using the links on the [eft side of this
page,

Click here for useful information from other sites.
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i Dlrections
From East and West: 1-84 East or West to i-91 North Follow directions for I-91 North

P et

From the South: Route 91 North to Wilson Exit # 34, Hartford Town Line Left off ramp, go to light
Left onto Maln Street Office on left; brick factory bullding with tower

Sl e

From the North: Route 91 South to Wilson Exit # 34, Hartford Town Line Right onto Main Street
Office on left; brick factory building with tower

Click here for informatlon on bus service
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